




TTI I the advent of the Nineteenth century, our lil tle town 1)egan t o  
take rapid stricles toward prosperity. H e r  citizens were I,uiltling 
li(iiiies, her artizaiii \\ ere folio,\ ing t!icir crafts \vithoiit fear of 
tlie lntlian. lltcl\itiioii Colligc 11 a\ an ai\ui-etl fact, and six con
gregations O F  Christian\. r q ) i - c  \(,iitc(l i i i  tlie t ~ J \ V n ,gave a moral 

atit1 religioui toile to the coiiiiiiiiiiy. 
’rlie fieltl bcing i i o \ ~rcatly for educational Lvork, the Schoolmaster all

peat-cd. hriiigiiig to tlic little toit i i  soiiw I<no\iIctlge o f  tlic thmglit. seiitiinent 
and experience of the great worltl hcyontl. There u as a gootlly number of 
them, various in character, culture am1 attainments. 

hliss Fanny Webber, whow name is enrolled among our first Public 
School teachers, must have taught a p-ivatc scliool in Carlisle before 1820. 
Miss Sarah Kudisil taught a sewing ichool, where nectlle work, dainty and 
l)eautifulWasiatiglit,gi~ing \pccial iiistructioii in cross stitch, which was about 
the only way then ltnown for iiiarkiiig tali!(> ant1 Iioit5c lioltl linen ; and it is qaitl 
tlie yoiing wo111cii of that (la) might hc i w i i  patieti1 ly, l ahor io i~~lyantl perhapi 
lovingly. marking the hantlkercliie Fs or tlicir \uitori. \\ it11 hair tlra\vn from 
their oif  ti dark tresses. 

In 1819 Tliomas Jones begs the citizens to  let hiin instruct “gratuitously, 
:1 ,elect iiiiiii1)cr of J o~iiigpeople For church clloiri” ant1 hc also tlesirei to 
citabliih a iclect ichool 011 the “I a icas t r ian  1)lan.” 

In September 1822, hlr .  13. Iiiguit. aflverti ir i  “that he has opened a 
~ch001to  initruct p ~ p j l iin thc clcgant art of dancing. in civility, antl good 
niaiiiiers, antl all perions who cu1)scrihe imniediatcly. will be able to  present 
themselves with grace in c ~ i i i j ~ a i i j ~ ,ant1 (lance with easc ant1 elegance at the 
grand balls,” showing betwccii the lines, that Carlisle had a gay social life 
almost oiie hundretl years ago. In another place, 311r. B. August, French 
ex-officer antl piipil of rlivcrs colleges, aisiires thc, public that he has in 
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press, a nc\v mork entitlet1 “Guide to Yotith” Iiich teaches tlie principle\ 
of civility and good breeding, the duties of children toward God, towards 
fathers, Inothers and relatives, and which is the only book of the kind extant.” 

Mrs. Curry, a Scotch woman, advertises a school, in  which “reading, 
\I riting, English grammar and needle work are taught, in tlie property of 
Robert McCoy two doors south of Doctor Foulk’s residence on South Han-
Over Street. She assures the public, “her most indefatigable exertions shall 
be exercised to give satisfaction ;male children under nine years of age shall 
be duly attended to.” Signed “with profound respect the public’s humble 
servant”-CHARLOTTE CURRY. 

“She does not this to gain applause 
Believe it, there’s a better cause.” 

Tt wa5 said of hlrs. Curry’s School that the hiss of frying meat, mingled 
it11 the huni of little voices, as the children conned their lessons in the one 

room, that represented school room, living room and kitchen. 
About this time John Coniielly taught an English School in the north 

room basement of the German Reformed Church, “in which the usual 
branches of an English education, including book keeping and mensuration 
\vill be taught.” Mr. Philip Messermith albo announce5 that lie will open 
a night \chool on East Ponifret Street, “where he will be willing to instruct 
all good boys who repose their coiifidence in him.” Terms $1.50 per quarter 
i f  paitl l~roiiiptly. R4r. IClessersinith was a scholarly man, of German stock, 
ant1 in his day school, taught all the English branches tlicn coilsidered 
necessary. To this lie added the German language which is said to have made 
him unpopular n itli the Scotch Irish. EIis wife was an amiable pleasant 
lady who was very iiiuch liked by the girls who attended school, and it was 
1 1 0  unusual thing for her to appear at the door of the class room, and ask 
her husband if some of  the girls could be excused to give her a little help in 
the kitchen. A l tthis request, there was always a volunteer corps of the larger 
girls, who willingly sprang to the help of Mrs. Messersmith, preferring the 
practical demonstration of tlomestic science in tlie kitchen. to the theories 
of tlie higher education in the school room. 

I n  this list of teachers from 1820 to 1830 we must not omit the name of 
Mrs. h4. E. Shaw, a Philadelphia wonian, who conducted a “Ladies Acad
ellly,” in which were taught “spelling, reading, grammar, rhetoric, geography, 
chemistry, French, drawing, painting on velvet, and music. Eoarding- and 
tuition $150 per year, boarders finding their beds, bedding, washing and 
mending, books and stationery.” 
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;I itateiiieiit froin tlie Cotintj Coiiiiiiisiioncr~ant1 they fintl tliat 1,087 in 
Cuml~erlantlCounty and 254 poor chiltlren in the lmroiigli, are at iresent 
receiving from the County Treasury, the incans of their education” “and 
that probably 1238 are growing up without the blessings of education.” 

\\’it11 regard to text books, every variety was fouiid by the sub-com
mittee. Thcy believe “that there is hardly any work intended for primary 
etlucation, that has not been secii in the hands of tlie scholars ; almost every 
one of whom had a book different from his felllow learner. Among this 
collection but few good elementary norks were found, antl inany were 
cntirely worthless.” This report was drawn by the Rev. Goodinaii and 
signed by him, and also by the Rev. John Durbin, James Hamilton, M. 
Caltlwell, Gad Day antl R. Emory; dated April, 1836. 

On March Zbth, 1836, the School Directors met in the Town Hall and 
elected James I-Iamilton to represent them at the County Convention which 
aiscmbletl in  Carlisle on the 2nd of May. following. That convention met 
atid resolved to raise ten thousand dollars for scliool purposes, and in order 
to give the net\ system a fair trial, the citizens a few days later met, and 
resolved to raise two thousand dollar5 in addition to what had been already 
promised. 

Tlie County was iiom becoming enthusiastic over the subject of 
universal education. At  the first semi-annual meeting of the Cumberland 
Comity 1,yceum held in Carlisle on the 25th o f  May. tlelegate5 from the 
following literarj associations were present : “From ;Ileclianicsburg, Mutual 
Iniprovenient, f roni Silver Spring township, from the 1:ranch of the Teach
ers’ Lycetini, of Cumberland, Allen township Lyceum, Equal Rights Society 
of  Carlisle, antl from Dickinson College.” The new antl popular question 
of the day was discussed,and resolutions u ere passed directing the Secretary 
to address a note to the pastors of tlie Churches in tlie County requesting 
them upon the first Sunday in August “to urge upon their respective con
gregations the duty of educating their chiltlren, antl to advocate the interests 
or tliis etlucatioii ;” all of which proves. that whilst the establishment of free 
schools met opposition from the rich because they feared taxation, and from 
tlie ignorant, because they knew not the value of learning, yet tlie noble 
cause of universal education was dear to tlie hearts of the people. 

Tlie Lyceum now proceeded to consider the be4t method of procuring 
a sufficient number of well qualified teachers. Prof. Calclwell of Dickinson 
College offered this resolution : “That they give liberal remuneration, antl 
subject candidates to a rigid examination.” We shall1 see presently what 
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c was coniitleretl Iilm a1 1)aj for \ i s  Iiotii.5. of hart1 ~vorliin tllc school 1-OO~JI, 

five (lays in the week, \vitli a two lioiir period on Saturtlaq. 
On the Fourtli of J t l l y  a I)crmaiient organi7ation of the Boartl w a i  

I)!effected aiid it was reiolvt.tl to 1)ut tlie i c l i o o l ~111 o p e ~ ~ a t ~ o nthe  Ifit11 ( la j  
o f  Augu5t. hlr. liumrich sai5 “ t h q  met irom (lay t o  (lay. cxaiiiiiietl ant1 
engaged teachers, procured rooms, i)i-c)\ itlctl furiiiture a i i c l  apparatus, assign
ed the scholars, dctermincd the 5tutliei to be 1mr5tietl antl the text books to be 
used, and had fifteen schools, in oilerat ion by tlic f i f th  (lay of September.” 

Carlisle has always been coniideretl slow antl conservative, but the nieii 
who accomplishecl this work in the heat of mid-siirnmer, were neither slow 
nor nonprogressive. They wrestled with a problem, vast in its conception, 
antl complex in its relations to the coiniiiunity, antl they solved the first 
principles of tlie cluestion wisely antl iuccesi fully. 

The honored members of the first 1:oartl of I )irectors hen the schooli 
m7erit into operation were. hl r. Xntlrew 13lair. I’reiideiit ; 1Tr. Jamei T-Iamil
ton, Secretary ; other members of the Board. bleisri. Peter R. Smith, Lewis 
I Iarlan, Reiiieck AAngney,and Thomas 1:. Jacolii.” 

The iyitem decided upoii w a s  a series of ichools atlvancing progressively 
from priniary work to the higher stutliei of an English education.” The 
children were advanced from grade to gratlc, until they reached tlie High 
School, where the instruction was hoped to be such as would fit them for 
the ordinary avocations of life ant1 give them sufficient training to teach 
in the Public Schools.” This systematic educational courie, covered a period 
of about eleven years. T h c  plan was origiii;tl with tlic Carlisle School Board, 
aiid when put in operation, was consitleretl an experiment. It was afterwards 
printed and circulated in various parts o f  tlie Uiiitctl Statci. 

The school term for the first year granted Init t \ \ o  wecki’ vacation in 
suiiiiiicr antl one week at Christniai ; but in  J~ily,1838, in compliance with 
a recj~iestfroin the teachers, the Ihartl “resolved that there ilia11 he a holiday 
antl vacation dtiring the niontli of . jugti i t  ant1 oii Chriitmas llay, New 
Years Day antl the Fourth of July.” To tliis was atltletl after several years, 
Thanksgiving Day antl Conimencement Day ant1 the week between Christmai 
aiid New Year. At a May iiicetiiig in 1830, for fiuaiicial reasoni, the Boartl 
tlecidetl upon a teii months’ term, closing the schools upon tlie thirtieth of 
June, to reopen the midtlle of -Iug:ust, with a t n o  weeks’ vacation at Christ-
mas. Many years afterwards the whole month of August was included in the 
Summer holidays, school opening the first week in September. Public exami
natiolls were at first held before Chri\tiiias, and also in mid-summer, trans
fer\ lieiiig matle at both sea1oiis. 
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The old record says that by January of the first school year, “eight 
huntlred and thirty-seven pupils were enrolled,” and the annual cost of in
struction, room rent and contingent expense, amounted to about $4100. 

The teachers of the first primary received $12 per month, the teachers 
of the other grades receiving respectively, $17, $20 and $25, for the same 
time. Mr. Criswell taught the Girls’ High School at a salary of $29 per 
month, whilst Rfr. Dix heroically wrestled with the High School boys, for 
the munificent sum of $400 per annum. 

At the close of the first year of school work, a little circular, doubtless 
of great interest to friends and patrons was distributed in Carlisle. I t  bore 
this message to the public: 

“The Schools will assemble at their respective School Rooms a t  nine 
o’clock on Saturday morning the 5th day of August next, and proceed in 
order to the German Lutheran Church (old First Lutheran) to hear the 
report of the Board of Examiners of the Public Schools and any remarks 
that may be thereon; after which, they will be dismissed for the vacation. 

“The Public are respectfully invited to attend; the exercises in the 
Church to commence precisely at ten o’clock.’’ 

This simple announcement to patrons and friends, represents the modest 
hcginning of our interesting and popular High School Commencements. 

The next year the entertainment was more pretentious in character. 
The public were invited to the “Saloon of Equal Rights” where, interspersed 
with music, there was an examination of the Male High School in Natural 
Philosophy, of the Female High School in Astronomy, also “Reading and 
exhibition of Composition writing,” and declamation by the following boys : 
Robert Henderson, Davidson Eckels, J. Wareharn, F. Parker, G. Brown 
and William Gray. 

Certificates were at first given to all who completed the prescribed 
course of study, but from the minutes of July, 1848, we learn that the Board 
had just secured an “elegant” diploma plate at a cost of ($70) seventy dollars, 
and that to “six pupils of the present year, and to ten of the preceding two 
years, who had passed satikfactory examinations, diplomas were awarded.” 

Select School, a unique feature of the Carlisle System was established 
April, 1838. On the first Wednesday afternoon of each month the schools 
were suspended and the teachers with five, afterwards three, representa
tive scholars from each of the schools, in one of the three departments, met 
alternately for illustration in the mode of instruction.” I t  was considered 
quite an honor because the pupils selected by their teachers were regarded 
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tlie c h i s  Icatlers tluring the prccctling tlirce i i i o n t h b  ; “ant1 tliry ix~ci-e 
re\\ artletl, eitliei- 1)) certiticatc ol merit or 11) Iia\ iiig ilicir li;t~iiespiiblislletl 
in the Carlisle paper<,.” Select School 1% hicli had its atlvantagei in its (lay. 
was iiiaiiitaiiietl until lS07, \z lieli the 1k)ai-ti tlceiiiing its I’criotl of ~iiclulileis 
was over, almlishctl tlie cuitom. 

In coiincction with the Ptiljlic Schools t h e w  was eitablishctl a i  carly 
a\ 1841, a District Library. from \z hicli tlircctors, I Iigh School pupil\, “Sc
lect scholars”ant1 borougli apprentices coultl obtaiii books withoiit cost, citizeiii 
of the town having the same privilege by paying one tlollar in advance for 
tlie year. The School Eoard contributed one-fourth of tlie net proceetls of 
the “Saloon of Education Hall” towards the increaie of thi5 Library. It will 
be remembered by somc yet liviiig in Carlible, that for many years, the old 
Hall in tlie alley wai the only public builtling except tlie Court House, that 
coiiltl be obtainetl for concert\, lecturci aiitl other eiitcrt~inments. 

Iii 1850 by a i1)ccial act of  the lcgiilature, Carliile L L ; L ~  itiadc an iiitlepcii
dent scliool district, uiilimitetl pow er to inanagc the scl1ools being vestctl 
in the 1:oartl of Directori. l’liis coiitiiiuctl imtil 180.5, IL lien tlie law excluding 
a City Supei-ititelitleiit M as revoltctl antl  Mi-. Samuel S1ie;trcr was unaiii
iiiously elected to fill that new aiitl inipoi-tatit positioii. 

As early a i  1850 the Carlisle Boartl realizing the importance of a 
training school for teachers consiclcretl the project of eitabliihing a Normal 
School in Carlisle, to continue iii sesiioii three months of the year. Rev. 
T. A. Deviniiey antl Mr. Win. Ikttt IL ere a~~poiiitetlteachers, antl requested 
to prepare a iystem of instruction to he ~ulimittctlto  a coiiveiitioii of delegates 
from the Coiinty, aiitl to the Carliile Scliool I!oartl. but not receiving the 
necessary support from the county the plan was a1)antloiietl. 

The Colored School taught b y  hliis Sarah Ikl l  i ~ a salreatly in existeiicc 
at the time the public schools were organized, owing i t i  priority to that old 
aiitl useful organization. “‘l‘he 1.ntlits 1 knevolcnt Society o f  Carlisle.” TTour 
laclies of that society, feeling that the colorctl l)eo~>lco f  towi i  i l ioul t l  receive 
stnne religioui training aiitl be taught to reatl, asltetl Iliss I k l l  i f  ihe would 
1111clertake that misiionary work. The ichool u a i  startetl in the bascmeiit 
o f  the African Church on Pomfret Street, ant1 Xlisi I k l l  faithfully apl)lietl 
herself to the work of improving the condition o f  the few colored people 
then living ill Carlisle. Some o f  her pupils were no longer young, but she 
taught tlien1 to reatl, to  sen  antl thoroughly instructetl them in the I3ible and 
the Westminster catechism. She itrovc to make them not only good Chrii
tian? but gootl T’rc&yteriani. The New ‘I‘citamcnt \va\ given a i  a rcwartl to 
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; i l l  it  Iin co~~l~iiittetlthe ans\vers in the smaller catcchisiii, but the Ciblc in its 
entirety, was the reward of the good boy or girl, who, with the answers to 
the questions, could recite the proofs. Mr. Blair furnished the Bibles while 
hc lived, antl after hi5 dcatli, A h .  Hamliton aiitl Doctor Murray coniinuecl 
the nork. 

At  1ea;t o w  boy u ent out from tliat school clad in gospel ai-niur aiid 
prepared to spread the Christian faith-the Rev. John Brock of the African 
l’resbyterian Church. 

Aliss Bell’s work among the colored people covered a period of about 
fifty years, and in that time the schoo~advaiicecl from its modest beginning 
to the rank of a Secondary School, including in its course of study, geogra
phy, history, arithmetic antl even declamation, and her influence, so quietly 
;\tit1 conqciciitiously e\erted, did much to uplift the African race in Carlisle, 
niitl \lie \vcll tlcicrvci from this corninunity lasting and honorable remem-
I,rat1ce. 

I I I  looking over the roll of teachers we find the name of our dear old 
frieiitl bliss Lkckie Whiteman. R4iss I3eckie commenced her work as a 
primary teacher in Carlisle, the same year in which Froebel began his great 
\I ork in Germany. It is probable she never in her life heard of this friend 
o f  chiltlreii, nevertheless the spirit of the kindergarten was in her heart. 

In Iicr little one story school room 011 Louther street, opposite the 
liefornied Church, ihe allowed every liherty that was consistent with any 
tlcgrec o f  goveriuiicnt. Wc plnyeci games on our slates, we whispered, we 
Icarnetl to knit from one another, we iiiaole patchwork, we ate apples and 
taffy, always being encouraged however, to share our lunch with our teacher 
or a schoolmate. 

We learned to read atid spell and we sang the multiplication table whilst 
some one nioved the colored balls of the abacus, a calculating instrument 
used to illustrate the process of multiplication. Iiideed there was much 
iinging in s h ~ o 1 ,hlis5 1:eckie being the leader, and it covered a wide range 
of musical subjects. froin the songs found in the little singing books for 
children, to the inournful a i d  depressing strains of “I would not live alway.” 
I recall a very popular solo given by a little girl, now the mother of a Dick
inson professor, \\rho took the floor, and sang her A C. C’s with her whole 
little heart, iuuch to her own satisfaction and to the intense enjoyment of 
the school. 

A2tthis time children were adniitted to the first primary grade a t  the 
age of five years, and occasionally one slipped in before he or she had attained 
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that degree of ripe maturity. ’They frequently remainetl until tile motller 
and the teacher decided they were old etioiigh and big enough for proinotion. 
The school hours in Summer were from nine to twelve and from two to five ; 
in winter the period was shortcnetl one half hour. There i i  a tratlition 
to the effect that tlie I’reiiclrmt of the lSoart1 conling in u11e t l :~y i1i 1 ~ 1 1 ~a ~ ~ d  
fin ding a number of I ittI e ones a d  eep, r econimen t lect tr 11ndlc beds. 

Miss I’annie Webber to M horn 1 have alreatly referretl, taught in the 
next grade and in her school, and in Miss Jackson’s of the same class, sewing 
was an important branch of school work. Little girls from eight to ten 
years of age were doing elaborate hem\titching, were inaking white shirts 
ant1 stitching on linen, with a beauty antl regularity that would challenge 
atlniiration today. 

Miss Fannie was not niuch given to praising, but if the work was not L I ~  

to her stantlard it was picked out antl (lone over, antl woe bctitle the cIiiItI 
who questioned the teacher’s rigi~tto use tjle imperative niootl in  its strictest 
antl strongest wise. 

Cross stitch, the working of samplers, the making of needle books, the 
working of bookmarks on perforated paper were ionie of the things i v e  were 
proud to exhibit at the public examination\. 

In the two years passed in this room we learned perfectly the four 
tables and the smaller tables of weights and measures, but the practical use 
of the arithmetic was reserved for the next grade; we also learned the 
definitions in the geography antl became familiar with the use of the map. 
To this we atltlctl reatling, spelling ant1 tlcfinitioni, aiitl writing in copy book, 
coinnieiicitig with strokes antl pot hooki. 

When life became too 5trenuous in Miss Fannie’s school they sometimes 
sang “The spacious firmanent on high” and when the little eyes grew weary 
aiid wandered to the green grass in the schoolyartl, antl to the big blue flags 
that grew in the tiny gardens under the windows, and ran riotously along 
the fence that bounded the Old College grounds, tlie children were atlmon
iihed “that time must not be wasted.” 

The teacher was a woinaii who hatl strong convinctions regarding the 
duty she owed the rising generation, and she hatl in every sense of the wortl, 
the courage of her convictions. It was a period when children were fed 
on porridge and not on sweatnicats, and Miss Fannie Webber could furnish 
the diet. An old pupil says of her “I think she was just in dealing with her 
pupils.” As proof that she was appreciated, I know that many of the 
mothers then living in Carlisle, who had been instructed by her in their youth, 
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rccluc\tctl tliat Ihcir little girls wlicn tr:ms Fcrred from the first primary, 
might bc placed in her care and profit by her instruction. 

hIiss Martha Uiiderwood who taught the grade below tlie High School, 
was one of the representative teachers o f  that day. Slic received her training 
in that old atid well known seminary for girls, in Steubeiiville, Ohio; aiid 
to a fine education added “teaching power.” She was kind, patient, thorough, 
encouraging antl in atldition to the possession of these qualities, was pre-
eminently the ethical teacher of the day. To her was given in a large degree 
the power of exerting an influence over her girls, and there may be some here 
tonight who can yet hear her voice pleading with us to do right. The 
beautiful Civic Creed liad not been dreamed of, but the voice of the teacher 
was ever raised in behalf of all that was gootl a i d  noble and honorable. “Be 
truthful, girls obey the voice of conscience, use your iiifluence for what is 
riglit, tliat when JOLI are older, you may be useful nienibers of society antl 
gootl woiiicii in your own homes.” 

Can the twentieth century produce any better call to duty than this 
ntlmoiiition of a teacher, whose precepts were the es5ence of purity, and 
whwe life was a living exponent of those precepts? She lies dust atid ashes 
in t he  Old Graveyard, her voice silent with the eternal itillness of the tomb, 
but so potent her influence, that it has britlgetl the chasm of more than half 
a centurq, aiitl has made the routine of life in  the old scliool rooiii vivid and 
clear as the events of yesterday. 

For soiii~‘time the supply of teachers for tlie higher grades had been 
tlrawn from New England, but in 1846 after the resignation of Miss Whit
coiiib it was thought expedient to try home talent for the High School, and 
l l iss Elizabeth Hentlel was chosen for that position. Miss Hendel who 
hat1 some experience in primary work was entirely self taught in the higher 
branches of education, but so great was her energy, her ambition and her 
executive ability, that considering tlie limitation of the times, no one ever 
iiiatle a greater success of school work. 

They botanized, they studied the constellations, luiniiious in the clear 
\L iutcr air, they painted in water colors, arid the art needle work could 
compete with any work done at the present day. To these ornamental 
studies we may add an elementary knowledge of algebra and geometry 
antl a pretty thorough drill in arithmetic. This course in mathematics, 
suppleniented by natural philosophy, history, physiology, literature and Blair’s 
rhetoric, gives us some idea of the work undertaken by this able teacher, 
and all for‘the sum of thirty-five dollars a month. 
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I recall very clearly the after glories of a High School esamination 
which we children of the lower grades were permitted to witness. I recall the 
beautiful work, the drawing, the floral clecorations, the fountaiti, which wa5 
only a siphon immersed in a bowl of water and banked with flowers ; but to 
our youthful eyes it seemed as though the pinnacle of all things had been 
reached, and the Victorian age of education was upon us. 

Mrs. Pettinos who graduated from the High School whilst Miss Hendel 
was teacher pays this tribute to her memory: “I can never say too much 
in praise of Miss Hendel to whom I am indebted, more than to any other 
teacher during my course. She had a cultured intellect and had the faculty 
of inspiring her pupils with a love for literature. She was an original teacher, 
one that was not bound by the narrow rule of the text book and it was a (lull 
pupil indeed who could not be interested in the variety and wealth of her 
literary resources. She certainly was for her time, or any time--a moit 
remarkable teacher.” 

Miss Henclel’s public career terminated with her marriage to Mr. Jason 
Eby in 1853. 

A vacancy occurring in the Boys’ High School at this time, Mr. E. \Y. 
Downing and wife took charge of the two schools. Mr. Downing resignetl 
at the end of two years was succeeded by Mr. Davidson Eckels, who has the 
distinction of having taught for fifty years in Cumberland County, and a 
large proportion of those years, most acceptably in the schools of Carlisle. 

Mrs. Downing was succeeded in the Girls’ High School by Miss Frone, 
who after a period of three months resigned to be followed by Miss Cornelia 
Wing. Probably no woman in Carlisle brought to school work a brighter 
intellect or a more varied stock of knowledge. She had few peer5 among 
the women of town a t  that time, and to the pupil who desired to learn, shc 
proved an interesting teacher and a valuable friend. 

In September, 1855, Miss Annie Ege succeeded Miss Wing. Miss Egc 
was the first graduate of the Girls’ High School to fill this important position, 
and although quite young, she assumed her duties with a dignity that com
pelled respect, and a firmness that secured obedience. 

After the marriage of Miss Ege to Captain Smead in 1858, Miss 
Martha Underwood to whom I have already referred, was prevailed upon 
by the School Board to accept the position of High School teacher, where 
for seventee11 years she discharged her duties with the same efficience that 
characterized her work in the lower grade. 
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h t l  now I ask permission to change niy perspective for a short time 
and prcscnt to you, as I remember them, several of the directors who visited 
the schools from 1850 to 1856. 

Mr. Andrew Clair, President of the School Board from its organiza
tion in 1836, wa5 kind, lovable and fatherly in hi5 attitude towards children ; 
and to our youthful minds his face seemed already turned toward tlie sunset 
of life. IIe rarely asked questions, liii manner was that of a father advising 
antl encouraging his cliiltlren to make the most of their opportunities. His 
face never wore a frown in  the school room, and when he left, the calm of 
a benediction seeniecl to dsceiid upon the restless youngsters. H e  died in 
1861 having served as president of the Board for twenty-five years. 

JIr .  James Hamilton, the friend and co-worker of Mr. Blair was a 
clasiic icholar, a man of much culture and known throughout the State as 
a pioneer of Coinmoil School education. “For twenty-five years he was secre
tary of tlie L~oartl,antl the ainouiit of labor involved may be gauged by the 
fact, that from July fourth, 1836,to July, 1837,there were sixty-five meetings 
of tlie Board, all of which he recorded upon the miiiutes.” Many of the 
most promitleiit measures were adopted at his suggestion, and to his judg
nient was largely committed the selection of teachers for the higher schools. 
I’ersonally, hr IC as modest, diffident and e a d y  embarrassed ; his refined sensi
i ivc face liusliing as he entered tlie school room, antl probably communicating 
to the chiltlren a sympathetic embarrassment, for we rarely did our best in 
hi< presence. He died in the work in 1873 having seen the schools he loved 
i o  well, on the highroad to prosperity and usefulness. 

Coloiiel McFeely was another director well known in town. He was a 
stout gentleman, not very tall and usually accompanied by a large trick dog. 
We children knew the Colonel had been a valiant soldier of the war of 1812, 
but what was military renown compared with the glory of possessing a dog 
that could carry a basket and do other stunts of the same kind. 

Y r .  Epliriam Cornnian elected in 18.51, was a tall stout gentleinan with 
a hencvolent cast of couiitciiance. I-Ic was the father of a large family of 
very active chilclren, and his visits to the school occasioned no uneasiness for 
we realized that no matter what occurred while he was with us, nothing 
could possibly be a surprise to him. His work in the Board covered a period 
of about twenty-seven years and for a number of those years he was its faith
f u l  and efficient president. 

Many of us remember the cheerful hearty manner of Mr. Henry 
Saxtoii, who whether in the interests of education or in the civic work of 
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the town, usctl his life :IS i f  i t  hat1 been given h in i  for the sole purpose o f  
helping others. 1 l e  aln ays enter-etl the school rooiii ac. iF lie hat1 collie to (lo 
11s good, and 1 ~ 1 1 ~ 1 it l ~ cdoor closed on his s t img I,in(l face, \ve felt as i f  
liad accomplished that for which he came. He was a valuable iiiaii in tlie 
Board, his splendid business abilities being of grcar service in practical 
matters, while hi5 warm syinpatlietic nature made liim the frienkl of pupils 
and teacher 5. 

Mr. Thomas Sltiles wai also one of tlie six whom I remeiiiber well. 
Tall erect and faultlessly attired, his head crc cynetl with a luxuriant crop 
of dark hair, lie was in appearance, the Beau Bruininell of tlie School Board. 
IIc was a bachelor, urbane, courteous aiitl dignified in nianner, and a man 
of consiclerablc intelligence. It was rumoretl that he liad an unspoken at
tachment for one of our teachers, aiitl for this reason his visits to the school 
were interesting events, cluickening our powers of observation, antl opening 
iii> a new, inquisitive and exhauitive line of thought. 

Having turned “the light of other days” upon i o m e  of our tlear oltl 
friends, I return to the history of the schools. 

In March, 1857, instruction in vocal music uiitler Mr. Rheem was intro
tluced into the schools but after a trial of several years ivas given up. A few 
years later another attempt \I as made along this line which reiultetl in  it\  
becoming a permanent branch of instruction. 

On the 28th of June, 1871, a large tiumber of the graduates of the 1Iigh 
Schools met and organized the Hamilton Alu1n11& A5sociation. Several 
years after this, the name was changed to the “Alumni Risociation of the 
lloys’ a i d  Girls’ High Schools of Carlisle.” 

The annual meetings of this society at first were purely literary, con
sistiiig of essays, poems. class histories and music, h i t  for sonie years the 
5ocial side has been iery popular. Now whilst the anniversary meeting has 
it5 interesting literary features. simple antl inexpensive refreihments follow, 
and lilarlc the time when parents with their clniltlren, hail ol(l classmate5 
and frientls, aiitl renew their youth in an atmosphere ful l  of r-eminiscencei 
ant1 permeated with kind feeling. 

In 1878 tlie coloretl population having increased to such an extent it 
was deemetl necessary to forin a High School for coloretl p11pils. with the 
provision that they receive their diplomas ant1 unite with the gratluates of 
tlie other High School in the exercises of Commencement Day. 

In 1880 the Board realizing that the trend of public sentiment was 
toward the co-etlucation of the sexes. resolved upon an innovation. Up to 
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t I i i 5  time tlic CarIisIc Syitcni of  etlucaiion hat1 sc*rupulouily kept the I)OJ~S 
anti girl5 i i i  sc1)aratc icliooli after they left tlie first grade. Now it was 
tlctcrminecl to form n Gratiiniar Scliool which shoultl rank as the third cla5s 
of the IIigIi School ant1 having as pupils both hoys and girls. Rlr. Wesley 
l Iip1)Ic M a 5  placetl i i i  cliargc ancl uiicler I i i \  nianagenient the experiment 
pi ovetl a great \iicce\i. 

In 1888 thc two High Schools antl the Preparatory department were 
united, atid Rlisi Lantlis 14 ho hat1 already given thirteen years of strong 
tlioroiigh work in the Girls’ High School, was made principal of the con
solitlatetl school with Mr. Tlipple as assistant. 

1111895 after the repeal of the old school law Mr. Samuel Shearer was 
elcctetl Sui~erintentletitof the Carliile Schools. 

In 1898 the Scliool 1:oartl reiolvctl tliat the cotirie in the High School 
1 ) ~cliaiigctl froiii tlirec to four year\, also that there be three elective 
c o i i r i c \ ,  C laiiical. F7iigli4i antl Cotnniercial. “The Classical prepares the 
1niI)il for collcge. t Iic ISngliili gives l i i i i i  the ctluivaleiit in English, Science and 
iiiatheiiiatic\, I\ i t l ioii t  an! foreign language. the Commercial prepares him 
to entcr tipoii  tlir wrioiii gratles of iiiecaiitilc or clcrical work.” The school 
course is now 1)iactically wliat it was ten year5 ago e x c l i t  t l ia t  German has 
1)ccii atltletl t o  t l i r  cui-riculiiiii. 1’1,ere are 203 piipils enrolled, and the able 
] ) I  iiicil);il 111.T. 1 aiiiiic r I II-Oolis ant1 Iiis fivt. aisiitaiits arc tloing gootl work. 

I11 1003 a I)rcp:trator! tleItartnicilt \vai  again organizctl ant1 hai at the 
~)l-cieiif tililr ;’ii ciii-olliiiciit o f  213 pnpil\ under tlic iiianagenient of its 
I’riiicipl. Air. Frank \\’eaklcy, ant1 �our assistants. There are now 26 
\chools, eiiiploping 36 teachers n7itli a total enrollment of 1,584 pupils. The 
Carlisle School System ha5 been since 1003 under the managenicnt of our 
ablc a i d  progressive Superintentleiit, A h .  Joiin C. Wagner. 

iIre u ill refer hcre brieflj to the most picturesque antl popular event 
in the history o f  the dmils-the Coltiinhian Celebration in October, 1892. 

\ \ r i t l i  thc iiatioiial colors 11) ing from w c r y  available point in the town, 
tlie iitlc walks crowded with tleliglitetl parent\, twelve hundrecl children fell 
into liiic, and in procesiion witli the Civic antl Military societies and the stu
dents from Dickiiison College, inarched to the \Vilson School Building where 
the public exercises were held. The most striking feature of the occasion 
IT as tlie presentation o f  a niaiiiiiiotli silk flag hy the Junior Order of 
American Mechanics, antl the 1’atriotic Order of the Sons of America. 

This flag has the distinction of being the first ever raised over a school 
building in  Carlisle, and when it floated from tlie flag staff. twelve hundred 
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tiny flags in as many youtlifid hand5 gave i t  an cnthusia\tic antl royal ialutc. 
The  most important event in  tlie hi5tory of the schools since their organi

zation, has been the bequest of $145,O0OJ by the late Charles J,amberton of 
New York City, for tlie erection of an Tiitlustrial School. Wlw11 tile plan, 
for this are fully tleveloped, Carlisle will be the poisessor of a splendid techni
cal training school, and Mi-. Lainherton will have in this institution, a per
petual memorial, cominerriorating his generoiity, liis wisdom ant1 liis loyalty 
to his home town. 

In reviewing the events fifty years have developed since the men antl 
women of whom I have written were at the helm of the etlncational interests 
of the town, we iee many changes. The old school houses, many of them 
situated in alleys have disappeared from the geography of the town antl new 
antl commodious buildings have taken their places. The 1 Taniilton I :uiltling 
on I’omfret Street erected in 1868. the \iVilson on Pitt an(1 North, erectetl 
1890, the Penn erected 1898, and tlie Franklin on Walnut crectetl 1900, all 
attest that the spirit of pt-ogre\s i \  awake and at  work. 

The smoky s t 0 6  e, poor ventilation, the unconifortablc I)cncli, the tlefacetl 
tlesks have been replaced by the steam lieatiiig plant, pure air antl coinfort
able furniture,while upon the pire  white walls of the school rooms hang 
chaste and classic picture\, the gifts of the Civic Club. We have truly pas5ed 
through a period when the eclucational slogan has been “King out the oltl 
ring in the new.” 

In those former days work wa5 not 50 easy for the pupil as it is today. 
The explanation of the teacher M as along tlie line of the “rule,” rather than 
the developmeiit of tlie reasoning faculties. consecluently memory took 
precedence of thought. 

h1ethocls have changed since then ; they and iubject mattcr are bound to 
change, but the qualities that niake a good teacher are unchangeable ; the 
same fifty years ago as today, antl will be the same as the twentieth century 
moves foi-u7artl progressivelq ant1 aggressively. 

RIIanj of tlie boys antl girli who connetl tlieir lesioni in Llioie olt l  ichool 
roo1115 received no Iiiglier iystematic culture than the p~ihlicicliools affortletl, 
vet our g-atluates have taken their place in thc liomc town ant1 kept pace 
wit11 the march of improvement. We point with pi-idc to the women in this 
town w l ~ oare foreiiiost in Church, philanthropic and civic work, whose 
elementary training, alld perhaps their only systematic training, was receivetl 
in the public schools. 

_ _ _ -
*When Mr. 1,anIberton’s entirr gift is realised the ninount will he much larger. 
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Sonic of t l ic .  boj s aiiioii? tilow oltler gr;itlii;ttei Iiavc been \veil I<no\vn 
: ~ n dreipectetl in this coiiimunity. Notab11 among tliose olclcr nicn were 
our distinguished jurist and citizen Judge Henderson, Honorable Robert 
Laniberton former president of Lehigh University, C. P. Humrich,” our 
enthusiastic local hiitorian and nestor of the Hamilton Library Association, 
1)avidson Eckels, well known as a teacher, Captain, now Admiral Ben 
Lainberton of the class of 1857 who served in the flagship with Dewey, antl 
sliaretl with him the glory of the battle of Manilla Bay. 

Several of the boys have become prominent in railroad work in the 
middle West, whilst a group of Carliile graduates in Washington have proved 
their fidelity and worth by their long term of service in the civic departments 
of the Capitol of our country. 

I’lcasaiit arc the recollections of my school days, the memory of teachers 
tlirectors, schoolmates, antl the associations T have tried to recall. Almost 
;dl the workers who matlc the hiitory of that busy day have quietly “folded 
their tents” on life’\ battle ground and “silently stolen away.” 

If the reminiscences of other days have proved too long, remember 
frientls, it was the morning of my life, when the golden glow of youth was 
on the hill tops antl sunshine flooded the valleys, and every blade of grass 
:~iitlevery weetl that grew in my pathway was crowned with a flower and 
redolent with fragrance. * ? 

(F- - I  

*Mr. Humrich was a member of the School Board for  &+i=&-two years, a great 
portion of that time serving as its Secretary. 
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